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FAIRVIEW PARK 

By BRIAN LOVE 2 in the Midwest and No. 3 in the was a coach. Jessica Sassano has been awarded 

Skating wasn’t a pleasant experi- ation by US Figure Skating. “I fell in love with it,” she said. the GOLD level Graduating Seniors 

ence when Jessica Sassano tried it“! hated it,” Sassano said about “The difference was coaching. | Award,” said the organization in a 

the first time. her first experience. “I couldn’t wait had someone who could help me.” _ statement. “The Graduating Seniors 

The 6-year-old fell constantly. She to get out of there. I was crying.” Along with the high ranking, Program recognizes those student-ath- 
was cold. She just couldn’tstay up. She returned, however, and there  Sassanoalsoreceiveda national hon- _!etes who have worked hard to pursue 

She left the ice in tears. was a huge change. The first time was or from the Program Development figure skating while maintaining their 

Now, a dozen years later, the to experience it with her mother at Committee of U.S. Figure Skating. academics. While figure skating is not 

18-year-old Sassano is ranked No. an open skate. The next time, there “T am pleased to inform you that Turn to Skate on Page 2 

NORTH RIDGEVILLE 
City, schools 
join forces 
for plans 
on buildings 
By TOM CORRIGAN 

“Transformational” and “a game 
changer” were just two of the phrases 
officials used last week to describe 
a plan to add a community center 
and new school Pidins to be city 
landscape. 

The city and schools aa a Te- 
sponsibility to act together whenever 

feasible, saving taxpayer money and 
providing maximum retum on dollars 
spent, said Mayor Kevin Corcoran. 

“And here is this opportunity,” 
he added. 

City Council and the district 

school board announced the projects 
during a joint meeting May 9. Both 
bodies passed legislation authoriz- 
ing a partnership between the city 
and the schoo! district. During that 
meeting, officials said the total cost 
of the projects was not known. A 
school district news release sent 

out later in the week put the figure 
at approximately $232 million. The 
estimated costs of individual projects 
were unavailable. No design work 
is yet underway. 

Officials estimated a savings of 
$18 million in construction costs 
should the city and schools come 
together. 

The city and the school district 
would share new community or rec 
center space. The schools would 

construct a new elementary school 
and a new high school to include 
a performing arts center. Ranger 
High-Tech Academy would gain a 
separate new home. 

Anew maintenance/transportation 

Turn te Bonds on Page 5 
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Phato by Brian Love 

Avery Wisecup, 14, recently brought her cookie business to an Avon Lake event. See story 

  

NORTH OLMSTED 

By TOM CORRIGAN 

The coronavirus pandemic has 

wreaked all manner of havoc, 

creating challenges big and small. 
No level of government has been 
immune to the uncertainty. 

Locally, City Hall put off many 
big purchases, uncertain of its fi- 
nances. Large equipment purchases 
for the service department were   among the delayed acquisitions. 

__KOPF 

  440-396-7961-440-933-5613 

His department is now playing 

catch-up, said City Service Director 

Kevin Kearney. The department 
will buy approximately $640,000 
worth of major new vehicles in the 

coming months. Kearney said the 
spending is not hugely out of line 

with previous years but reiterated 
the department is attempting to 

bring its fleet up to date. 
One of the biggest-ticket items 

City catching up on delayed vehicle purchases 
is a one-time purchase, said Fleet 
Manager Tony Farrella. The service 
department will spend approxi- 

mately $317,000 on a new camera 
truck to replace a 2011 camera truck 
inherited from the city’s wastewater 
treatment plant. 

The older truck can project a 
camera into storm sewers. The new 
truck will film sanitary lines, which 

Turn to Vehicle on Page 3 
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Skate continued from Page 1 

a traditional school sport, it requires the same 

as any varsity sport. It is the goal of U.S. Figure 
Skating to help ensure these student-athletes are 
recognized for those skills.” 

The process took a year. It dealt with items 
that included the ranking and schoolwork. 

Sassano, a senior at Fairview Park High School, 
has a 4.2 grade-point average. 

Her mother remembers that first skate for 
a different reason. 

“Did Jessie tell you she broke my arm?” 
Melanie asked, laughing. ‘She fell down and 
I went to reach for her, and I fell down.” 

Ithasn’t been easy. Sassano, the only daughter 

and youngest of four children, practices about 

three hours each day at Winterhurst ice skating 

rink in Lakewood. She also teaches young 
skaters. She does this while going to school. 

“T have a strange schedule,” she said. “I go 
to class. Then, I go to practice. Then I come 

back to class. Then, I go to practice. And I 
finish up with school.” 

Throw in that schedule time for teaching 
youngsters to skate as well. 

That work has paid off. With the high rank- 
ing, there is a very good chance Sassano will 
be going to the National Solo Dance Final in 
Santa Clarita, California, Sept. 7-10. The top 
six in each region qualify. 

Sassano has been to the nationals before. 
In 2015, she and partner Ethan Hall finished 
fourth. Sassano at 10 was the youngest competi- 

tor at the tournament. 
Sassano is good, to put it simply. She is a 

six-time gold medalist, which means she has 

won six out of seven gold medals. The only event 

she did not win was for pairs figure skating. 
But that final might be at a bad time. She 

will be starting college then at The Ohio State 
University. 

“It’s going to be rough,” Sassano said. 
“That’s about the time classes begin. I won’t 

have time to get used to it. Still, I wouldn’t 
change anything. It’s incredible.” 

Would a trip to Milano Cortina for the 2026 
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Briefs 
Door-to-door scam 

There have been several reports 
door-to-door solicitors posing as NOP. 
employees in several Northeast Ohio cc 
munities, according to an alert sent 

recently. 

NOPEC never goes door to door or 
residents or small businesses to enroll th 
in its natural gas or electric aggregat 
programs. If a solicitor requests to se 
copy of your utility bill, politely decli 
It is a scam. 

If someone poses as a NOPEC emplo} 

ask for a business card and call police 
report them. You may also call NOPE 
Customer Care Center at 855-667-32 

Walker Road repaving 
Avon Lake City Council last we 

awarded an $807,000 contract for 
repaving of a portion of Walker Roa¢ 
Precision Paving Inc. of Mylan Ohio. 1 
work begins next month. The repav; 

affects Walker between Ambleside Drive; 

Armour Road. Besides repaving, the pro 
includes repair of the road base requir 

intermittently reducing traffic on Wal 
to one lane in each direction. Police 1 
provide traffic control. The work will t 
place in late June and early July, accord 
to city Public Works Director Joe Re 

Further repaving of Walker Road will 
split into two phases in 2023. Engineer 
for those projects is not complete and 
cost is undetermined. 

Car seat fitting 
A monthly child car seat fitting stat 

is set up the second Thursday of ev) 

month from 2-5 p.m. at Fire Station 
7000 Ranger Way, North Ridgevil 
Appointments are required. Call the | 
Community Outreach’ Team at 440-8} 
5440. The North Ridgeville Fire Departm 
is partnering with University Hospitals 
John Medical Center. 

Olympics be in the future? Photo courtesy of Melanie Sassano 

“It’s been my dream since I was a little Ranked third In the country, Jessica Sassano splits time with school but has Fairview rummage sale 

girl,” Sassano said. “I thinkevery.girl who a 4.2 GPA. The spring rummage sale will be h 

skates dreams about being in the Olympics.” <n — 4 P : . woe from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. today and Thursda! 
Her mother says it’s possible, but she wants out on so much,” Michelle said. “She’s goingto —_ for the United States Figure Skating Association. the Fairview Park Senior Center parking, 

her daughter to enjoy college. compete in solo dance for Ohio State,andwhen — Contact this reporter at blove@westlifenews. 20769 Lorain Road. Grilled hot dogs, ch 

“When they’re.in-figure'skating, they miss _ that season is over, she’ll compete in solodance com or 440-871-5797. and a beverage will be available-for $, 
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; ‘Avon Lake Podiatry, Inc. 

DR. MARK D. GOULD 

Problems 
Bunions - Plantar Warts - Hammer Toes - Heel 

Pain - Ingrown Nails - Fracture & Sprains. 

Hospital & In-Office Surgery 

Most Insurance Plans Accepted 

We Accept Medicare Assignment 
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area for over 55 years (440) 327-2955 

| CONSIDERING CREMATION? 
To serve you better, we are a full service funeral 

ome with a crematory onsite. 

    

933-4021 Biss ws oo 3% BOGNER 
Sy ae en ZY, ; | FAMILY FUNERAL HOME 

Located At The Landings AND CREMATION SERVICES 

36625 CENTER RIDGE RD., NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

wwe bognerfamii jiyfoneralhome.com 
Suite 1-3, Avon Lake 

  

      
  

Your Lorain Gounty 
Auto Titte & Passport OrFices 

Orrer “PHoto To Finish” Passport SERVICES WITH NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY | 

  
FREE ADMISSION wusniscates.saoormoncy 
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