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Levy renewal 
focus of online 
school meeting. 
By BRIAN GEORGE 

School leaders discussed Issue 7 and 
other district issues at an online town hall 
on Oct. 24. They reminded viewers that 

renewing the school issue on Tuesday 
would not raise taxes. 

Superintendent Keith Ahearn and 

Treasurer Michael Showalter led the 
quarterly update with the public through 
Facebook live. 

They reiterated that the levy pays salaries, 
provides district resources and day-to-day 
operational expenses. The only change is 
if voters approve it, the levy will not be 
back on the ballot for 10 years, instead of 
the five years it is now. 

“School levies and finance can be com- 

plicated,” Ahearn said. “But the money 
generated is a fixed dollar amount.: 

The school district received its report 
card for the 2021-2022 school year from 

the Ohio Department of Education on 
Sept. 15 that they were proud to share. The 
State reviews five categories using a star 
rating instead of a traditional letter grade. 
Fairview Park City Schools received 5/5 
ratings for “Progress,” how well students 
are improving, and “Gap Closing,” which 
measures the reduction in gaps among 

student subgroups. It received four out of 
five stars in “achievement,” “graduation 

rate” and “K-3 literacy.” 

The district, which has 1,527 students, 

had a 95.9% graduation rate and a 93.2% 
attendance rate. 

“We’re truly proud of these ratings and 
the hard work of our students and staff,” 
Ahearn said. 

The district sent an engagement survey 
about safety and: communications to families 
at the end:of October. It helps:the:school 
gather more information on perceptions of 

student engagement and provides data,for   administration and teachers. 
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8-year-old ranks first nationally, fourth internationally for BMX 
By SAMANTHA ANN ILLIUS 

Trick rider Huck Kurinsky has not slowed 

his BMX reign. The 8-year-old recently won 
the National BMX Championship at the U.S. 
Cycling Olympic Training Center in Woodward, 

Pennsylvania. He placed second in the finals 
but won the National Championship on points. 

Huck’s tricks included a Nac Nac, a Can 

Can, a No Footer and a Nothing. Most of the 
tricks took him a year to learn, but he learned 

the Nothing the day of the competition and 
performed it during his run. 

Huck’s dad, Keir Kurinsky, said this was 

insane. “Some of these guys only do the tricks 

that they work on all year not to [mess] up their 

run or add another — he doesn’t care. He’s 7.” 
“Pm 8!” Huck said. 
Kurinsky added that his son was 7 when he 

won the competition Oct. 16. 

The national championship was comprised 

ofa series of competitions held throughout last 
winter, spring, summer and concluded this fall. 
Huck attended every competition except for a 

stop in Oregon, which he could not make because 
he was training at a summer camp in Woodward. 

In April, the Kurinsky family bought a 
vintage Airstream trailer to tour the U.S. 
throughout the summer. They took the trailer 

to competitions in Nebraska and Pennsylvania. 
“Tt’s awesome!” Kurinsky said. “We got a 

customized vanity plate that says ‘Air BMX’.” 
“And we’re gonna put it in our backyard!” 

said Huck. 

in competitions, riders 
have 45 seconds to do as 
many tricks as they can, 
Kurinsky said. Huck added 
that the “pros” have a 
whole minute. Huck said 
he can usually fit about 
“five or six” tricks into the 
45-second slots. 

Despite his frequent participation i in competi- 

tions, Huck takes care to complete‘his school- 
work. “I have homework and assignments. 

I have to do homework in the car,” he said. 
“We do it on the road,” Kurinsky added. 

“In airplanes, hotels — when we were out in 

  
Woodward, Pa., is the official home of USA Cycling. 

California we did it out on Venice Beach right 
by the ocean.” He said the Bay school district 
is aware of and willing to accommodate Huck’s 

participation in the Olympic BMX program. 
“The Bay Board of Education hasn’t really 

had to.deal with somebody as young as Huck 
being in an Olympic program and having to 
miss school, but we’re figuring it out,” he said. 

“He likes school, he hates missing school.” 
“Sometimes,” Huck said, adding that he 

usually enjoys school because “it’s fun.” He 

said that his classmates and friends are sup- 
portive of his BMX accomplishments thus far. 

Huck’s goal is to compete in the Olympics. 

When he’s not participating in BMX activities, 
he enjoys playing on the Bay Travel Soccer 
Team, where his,favorite position is goalie, 
but said he’ll “play any” position. 

Nationally, Huck ranks first in the “8 and under” 
category of BMX riders. Internationally, he ranks 
fourth in the “12 and under” category. “Ail the 
boys. that are ahead of him [in the international 

category] are 12 years old, then there’s Huck 

at 8 years old in fourth place,” said Kurinsky. 
Some of Huck’s:favorite BMX professionals 

include Nick Bruee, Marcus TE Jacob 
Thiem and See Sales. 

Here’s your ‘recession survival’ checklist 
It’s unfortunate, but recessions are part 

of the economic landscape. So, it's handy 
to have a recession survival checklist: 

First, assess your income stability. If you 
think your income could be threatened 
or disrupted, you might want to consider 
adding some freelance or part-time work. 

Next, review your spending. Look for 
ways to trim your spending, such as 
canceling subscription services you don’t 
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use, eating out less often, and so on. 
Also, reduce your debts as much as 

possible. And try to build an emergency 
fund containing three to six months’ worth 
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of living expenses. 
Another step: Make sure your health 

and life insurance plans are intact. If you 
lose coverage due to a job loss, you'll 
need to find alternatives. 
And if you can afford it, try to continue 

investing. Coming out of a recession, stock 
prices tend to bottom out and then rebound, 
so if you had headed to the investment 
“sidelines,” you would have missed the 

  

Photo courtesy Kurinsky family 

Ohio native Nick Bruce is the current Olympian 

for the U.S. BMX team. He competed at the 

2020 Tokyo Olympics in Japan. Bruce offered 
to coach Huck in BMX after an encounter at 
Ray’s Indoor Mountain Bike Park in Cleveland. 

“Nick was there, and Nick saw, and we met 

Nick several times on this [BMX competi- 
tion tour],” Kurinsky said. After becoming 
acquaintances with Bruce, he reached out to 

the Kurinskys through Huck’s mom-managed 

Instagram page, asking if Huck would be 

interested in-having him as a,coach. 

Of course, the family accepted the offer. 
Huck rides for Nowear BMX, a non-profit 

located in Nebraska focused on helping riders 
and youth. They recently launched Huck’s 
signature frame — the Hucket. The frame was 

named after the Bay Rockets, said Kurinsky. The 
frame graphics mimic Bay Village hallmarks, 
like the Bay City flags and the Bay Rocket. This: 
frame will be available for purchase through the 
Nowear BMX website soon at nowearbmx.com. 

Next,;:Huck and‘his-dad are off to buy 
pumpkins for carving. 

Contact this reporter at sillius@westlifenews. 
com or 440-87 1-5797:- 

opportunity to benefit from a market rally. 

Arecession isn’t pleasant. But by taking 

the right steps, you can get through it and 
Still keep moving toward your financial goals. 

This content was provided by Edward 

Jones for use by Bob Brooks, your Edward 

Jones financial advisor at 33382 Walker 
Road, Suite H, Avon Lake, OH 44012, 
440-930-4897. Member SIPC 
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