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Big second half propels Demons over Warriors, 68-54 
By BRIAN LOVE 

It’s a'secret that won’t be kept long for the 
Westlake Demons. 

In last Friday’s 68-54 victory over Fairview 
Park, the Demons received a dominating 
performance from center Derek Occhipinti. 

After sitting for most of the second quarter 
after picking up his second foul, the 6-foot- 

4 junior came back to score 17 of his 21 

points in the second half, while controlling 
the backboards. 

The result was turning a two-point halftime 

deficit into a Great Lakes Conference opening 
game victory for the 2-1 Demons. Fairview, 

meanwhile, dropped to 1-3, 0-1. 

“Everyone will ask who is 
he?” Westlake Coach Luke 
Harris said. “He was hurt 
las year so very few peo- 
ple | know of him. I think 
real soon people will start 
learning his name. He’s a 
multi-tool player. He can 
do it all. He can handie 
the ball. He can disk the 
rock. He plays fantastic 
defense. We put him on 
their best player. We’re re- 
lying on him, allowing him 
to initiate the offense. I’m 
very proud of him.” 

However, Occhipinti said he was just doing. 

his job. 
“(Rebounding) is what I pride myself in,” 

he said. “My. teammates were getting me the 
ball. I got open cutting to the backdoor.” 

Poffo. 
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Fairview’s Jacob Rehor finished with 22 points, while Westlake’s Sam 

Brucchieri had 9. 
He took control of the game to start the 

second half. Down 27-25, the Demons used 
an 18-5 spurt in the first 5:42 to open up a 

43-32 advantage. 
Occhipinti started it with a basket off an 

inbound play, followed by grabbing a rebound 

and scoring ona putback. — 
After a 3-pointer by teammate Will Ostrowski. 

and a Fairview 3-pointer by Jacob Rehor, the 

Demons scored 11 unanswered points. 
The Warriors cut the lead to 47-39 going into 

the final quarter, but the Demons outscored 
the host.team 21-15 to get the victory. In the 

final eight minutes, Occhipinti scored 7 of his 
team’s points. - 

“Our top goal is. to win the conference,” 

pater 5 

act 
EY 

  
Photo by Brian Love 

Gavin Ehrhardt proved to be a tough defender for the Eagles this season. 

All-State continued from Page 16 
eight touchdowns on 81 carries. 

“He’s going to be hard to replace,” Elder said. 

“He’s been a two-year first-team all-Ohioan, 

we haven't had another quarterback with 

those same honors. But you know what? He 
set the standard. He led the right way. And so 
kids have learned from him and now it’s their 

turn next year.” 
DeTillio and Holbrook aren’t the only Avon 

players named to the prestigious teams. 
Named to the first team was Luke Hamilton, 

a 6-foot-6, 297-pound senior, a mainstay on 
the-offensive line for the Eagles, who went 
12-2 this season. 

Also named to the first team was senior 

linebacker Gavin Ehrhardt, who finished with 

82.5 total tackles. He had 49 solo tackles, 29 
assists, 5.5 tackles for losses and two sacks. 

Picked on the second team was Austin 

Mitchell, a 6-foot-2, 265-pound senior defen- 

sive end, who made 54 tackles with 19 being 

solo, 18 being assists, and 12 for losses: The 
Southwestern Conference Defensive Player 
of the Year also had 5.5 sacks. i 

Selected to the third team was junior run- 

ning back Jakorion Caffey. Carrying the ball 
169 times, Caffey had 1,421 yards and 19 

touchdowns. And, amazingly, he had just one 

lost fumble. 
Matt Fischer, a Senior, was named to the 

honorable mention team at defensive back. 

He had 90.5 tackles with 39 being solo, 46 
assists and 3.5 tackles for losses. He also had 
two interceptions. 

A pair of Olmsted Falls players joined 

Holbrook, Kelly, Hamilton and DeTillio on 
the'first team. 
Dominic Rivera, a 6-foot-7, 320-pound 

senior, was one of eight linemen on the,team. 
Meanwhile, Rocco Conti, a 5-foot-9, 

190-pound senior running back, also was 

Harris said. “(Fairview) is a great team. Kudos 
to them. That’s a tough team, especially in 

their place. But for us to respond, coming in 
as probably the underdogs, we took that to 

heart and I think it really motivated our guys 
to play hard, and we had a great game.” 

Beside’s Occhipinti’s 21 points, Ostrowski 
had 16 points. Both Deontae Redding and 
Sam Brucchieri added 9, while Chris Brown 
scored 5, Anthony Fernandez had 3 and Jason 

Geagea had 3. Jackson Moore had 2. 
For Fairview, Rehor had 22 points, followed 

by Colin Meany with 14, Wesley Fletcher 

Jr. with 10, Nolan Lucas with 4 and Collin 
Lucas with‘2. 

The Demons will play at Rocky River at 
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-selected.to. ‘the first.team. His: on ecte! was 
a 360-yard performance against Avon Lake. 

Also hoiioréd was. defensive ‘back Jack 
Pinchek, a:5-foot-11, 200-pound senior who 

was named honorable mention. 
Kelly wasn’t the only North Olmsted player 

to be recognized either. 
Senior quarterback Xavier Bolson was 

named to the second team after pecs for 
2,282 yards. 

Teammate Joey Wengstrom, a 6- foot-4, 

292-pound senior, was named to the second- 

team line. 
Avon Lake had five players selected on 

various teams. 
Senior Avery Viancourt, a 6-foot-2, 

230-pounder, was selected on the second-team 

defensive line. 
Senior wide receiver Matthew Steuwe 

(6-foot-3, 175 pounds) was named to the 

third team. 
Clay Broadhurst, a 6-foot-1, 250-pound 

senior, was picked for the third-team. offensive 

line. 
Keegan Rudduck, a 6-foot-!, 165-pound 
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Westlake's Derek Occhipinti was a 
threat rebounding and scoring in the 
win over Fairview. 

7 p.m. Friday. 
“We’ve got that one circled,” said Harris, 

who added, “We’ve. got them all circled.” 
Meanwhile, Fairview Coach Ryan Barry 

was far from happy with the effort from his 
team. The Warriors will face Lake Catholic on 
Tuesday before playing host to Bay on Friday. 

“This was the first time in six years where I 
felt our kids got outworked,” Barry said. “That 

all falls on the:coach and I’ve got to figure ‘it 

out, how to motivate.them. 
“It’s unacceptable. That’s not what we do 

here. We’re usually well prepared and very 
hard working. We’ can’t pick and choose when 
to give that effort. Maybe we’re playing the 
wrong guys, but we’ llifigure it out.” 

Contact'sports at sports@westlifenews.com 

or 440-871-5797. 
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senior defensive back, was also. selected on 

the third team. 

Ian Walsh, a 6-foots2, 195-pound junior, 

was the third-team punter. 

Avon, Avon Lake and‘Olmsted Falls are all 

members of thé Southwestern Conference, 

where the majority of those selected played.. 

“One of our first goals is 
to win the SWC,” Elder 
said.”When we do we cel- 
ebrate that because it’s 

hard to do. There’s a lot of 

great coaches.and great 

players in that league. So 
to win it seven consecu- 

tive years like we’ve done, 

it’s a big deal.” | 

Contact sports at sports@westlifenews.com 

or 440-871-5797. 

  

SPORTSPLEX RENTALS 
Reserve Tents, Tables, Chairs and more for your Summer Party! 

Tents - Tables - Chairs 

Dance Floors - Fans 

Smoothie Machines 

Sno Cone Machines 

Cotton Candy Machines 

Ping Pong & Foosball Tables 

  

Call Today For A FREE QUOTE! We offer Deliver and Installation 5 
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i SPORTSPLEXRENTALS.COM | 440.979.9997   

  

   


