How can I help my student succeed
using the PLP tool?
Understanding the platform:

Looking Closer:
 The Year Tab

Projects  = 70% of the course and are TEACHER driven and hands-on. Teachers set timelines and due dates.
Students will develop their cognitive (thinking) skills through PROJECTS--research, essay writing, problem
solving, collaboration, and reflection.  Skills represented by the Fairview Student Skills Profile are emphasized:
Create, Innovate, Investigate, Collaborate, Communicate, Solve Problems, Lead, Reflect, Serve.
Examples of polished projects will be collected in the students’ digital portfolios.
Note:  In Math only, Concept Units (which are generally shorter) replace Projects.  Most Math courses will
include multiple Concept Units and only two Projects.
Power Focus Areas = “Text Book” or PLAYLIST.  Here students develop their Habits of Success (Emotional
Intelligence – self management, interpersonal and decision-making skills; Self-Directed Learning –

perseverance, prioritizing, and help seeking).  This is the information/content that students need to learn and
apply to complete their projects.
Additional Focus Areas = Opportunities for students to dig deeper and challenge themselves.
The Focus Areas support the Projects.   Combined, Focus Areas  are 30% of the course, and mostly STUDENT
driven. The teacher monitors student progress and plans interventions and additional lessons as needed
according to student needs.  This can comprise of whole class, small group, or one on one instruction.

Digging into the Focus Areas:

As students begin to explore the PLAYLIST, they should focus on the Description and Key Terms.  This tells the
students what they need to understand in order to be successful on the Content Assessment (and Coinciding
Project).  They can choose to take the Diagnostic Assessment (Pre-Test) to see what they already know, so that
they can focus on what they still need to learn.



Students will choose the items from the PLAYLIST which interest and engage them according to their individual
learning styles.  (For instance, visual learners may choose slideshows, auditory learners may choose videos,
etc.).  On occasion, the teacher will direct students to specific items on the playlist, but most of the time the
student has the freedom to choose.
Students are required to take notes as they work through their playlist.  When they feel confident that they
have mastered the content, they can request to take the Content Assessment.  The teacher will approve their
request, though occasionally may ask the student to review additional material before allowing them to take
the assessment.

Navigating the Projects:

Final Products = the end result of the students’ work.  It will be graded by the teacher according to the rubric
which they will provide for your student.  They appear at the top so that students can see what they are
working toward.

Checkpoints = This is where your student will begin working.  Each activity builds toward the final product, but
allows the teacher to provide feedback--to affirm, to intervene, or to redirect students along the way to
ensure that they are successfully working toward the final product.
Project Info = Overview of the project.  Explains the WHY and RELEVANCE of the project.
Cognitive Skills = These are the standards/skills which will be assessed according to the rubric.
Focus Areas = This lets the student know which PLAYLISTS coincide with the project, for optimal student
understanding and success.

Personalized Support
1:1 Mentoring
Each student is assigned a Mentor teacher who will meet with them regularly according to their needs and
progress.  This mentor will help the student to set goals, reflect on their progress, and create a plan to meet
those goals.  The mentor will also be in contact with parents to answer questions and keep them informed
about their student’s progress, challenges, and accomplishments.
Parents are encouraged to partner with their child’s mentor to support their student in their academic
endeavors, as well as to seek help navigating the platform and to find answers to their questions.

